
City of Grand Saline 
132 E Frank St 

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 

Grand Saline, Texas 75 140- 1824 
903-962-3 1?2**fax903-962-3363 

December 12.2003 

Marlene Dottch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Comwssion 
445 Twelfth St. SW, Room T W  A-325 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re. Ex Parte Notice-WT Docket 02-55 
Improving Public Safety Communications i n  the 800 MHz Band 

To the Secretary 

We commend the Commission for addressing interference in the 800 megahertz 
(MHz) band that some public safety agencies have encountered. At the same time, we 
are concerned that serious consideration is being given to the "cure" of band 
recclnfiguration proposed by some interests. This cure, in our view, would be worse than 
thc disease. We refer specifically to the Consensus Paflies plan. This plan would 
provide additional bandwidth to public safity communications whije requiring large- 
scale relocation at great expense, regardless of reimbursement, and much time and 
iinnecessary effort. Plus, this is a blanket Lpproach to a problem that calls for a more 
targeted solution. Public safety interkrencz has cccurred largely in densely populated 
urhaii areas This is where the soiot!on shculd be applied ihtoUg;h effective notification, 
prevention, cornmumicalion, couperatiort ai:J n,:kgalioii (unorig licensees. 'These 
mcasurcs would be supple&ented by'utr1,zmg tecnnology, pr;vcl:p ii~dustry assistance and 
accepted best practices In short, operators and licensees that cause interference should 
he held rs:spci?s;ble far fixing the p:ob!em. This is'tht fair and.equitable approach rather 
than a broad ayproac!i that  :27,1scs uiinecessary disruption and expense, not to mention 
likely drawn-,xit Iitig:tlroo. 

Anoti~ei i:npoi*x,t point wnn~!its comnizct. The C~xscr,sus Parties plan would 
freez,; all requests ofnon-public safety users, such as public utilities, to seek additional 
bandwidth. 'This restriction would make i t  impossible for utility companies to expand 
their radio systems to f i l l  in  coverage gaps. In rural areas where gaps exist, a freeze 
woiild impair the ability of electric utilities, in pxticiicalar, to communicate effectikely 
during emergency sitiialiims h!te storm-related outrages. Electnc utilities are conimonly 
first responders. As such, public services agencies work hand i n  hand with electnc 
utilit:es during emergencies and coordinate with them to secure and clear unsafe 
conditions due IO dowred power l iries. Pub!ic safely agencies frcquently share tower 
sitcs with electric utihries. This is a hedlhy pamersh:p ;La[ should not be jeopardized. 
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M'e appreciate the oppoi!tirii:y to ahare our concems'with tbe'Commission. 
Agdln. whitev':I :de3 the eomm:sslon aaopts,.2any impairment ofutility communlcations 
s)tsteins IS likely to h e  a dtrect effect on public service agencies.. ' I. ' 
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Sulccrely, 

Terrv Tolar 


